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Editorial...

Writing in English literature is a global phenomenon. It represents
ideologies and cultures of the particular region. Different forms of literature like
drama, poetry, novel, non-fiction, short story etc. are used to express one’s
impressions and experiences about the socio-politico-religio-cultural and
economic happenings of the regions. The World War II brings vital changes in
the outlook of authors in the world. Nietzsche’s declaration of death of God and
the appearance of writers like Edward Said, Michele Foucault, Homi Bhabha,
and Derrida bring changes in the exact function of literature in moulding the
human life. Due to Globalization and liberalization, society moves to the post-
industrial phase. Migration and immigration become common features of
postmodern society. These movements give hirth to issues like race, ethnicity,
gender, crisis for identity, cultural conflict, dislocation, isolation and many
others. Thus multiculturalism becomes the key note of new literatures written in
English. The colonial legacy, immigrants and migrated authors attempt to
define Britishness in literature and the result is postethnicity in English
literature. The writers like Salman Rushdie, Hanif Kureishi, Andrea Levy and
many others attempted to redefine and revaluate the singular authority of text
and plead for the plurality of themes. There is another form of literature growing
consciously in the country like India. This literature is called as Fourth World
Literature or the literature of protest. The marginalized sections of society
attempt to protest against upper caste ideologies in Dalit Literature. All these
issues are reflected inthe presentissue of Literary Endeavour.
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- IN LESSING'S
(A CHlZOPHRENIC CHARA‘CTE‘R
ek THE GRASS IS SINGING

Dr. Mrs. Shaikh Ajaz Perveen Mohd. K haleeludddin, Assistan! f’que.s'sqf;
Department of English, Milliya Arts, Science and Management Science College, Beed

Abstract: : T ‘
Doris Lessing is one of the mos! celebrated postcolonial wrilers. She made her debut as a noveljg

with The Grass is Singing (1950). 1 he novel examines the rela!ionshlp be!wgen Mgfy Turner, a whife
mistress, and her Black African servant in Rhodesia. The novel deals with racial politics bgtween Wwhites
and blacks. It also explores Feminist issues. However, the primary ¢ause of her break-down is a failed and
forced marriage. Thus the paper examines the females' journey from bad to worse and worse (o worst in
which the overall social and political aspecls are responsible. Finally, she is a prey o mental disturbance

and murder by a so called caring black servant.

Keywords: Postcolonial, schizophrenia, female.

The grass is Singing traces the story of Mary turners a conventional white lady. She is a South
African woman, as her personal vulnerabilities intersect with the repressive soul and psychological
pressures of her environment. The novel begins not with the unfolding of her private and domestic life but
the newspaper headings of her death at the hands of her black, servant Moses. Than the real story slowly
uncoils the facts and the readers later understand the objective and subjective reality Mary's life and death.
Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) in the 1940s was a British colony with a white government and a
colonial mind that made the relationship between whites and blacks tense. It was the time of the apartheid
system, and therefore, black people were treated, if any, as servants, and in most cases, natives were
isolated in compounds. It was in this context that anewly-wed Mary arrived at Dick Turner's “farm and was
driven slowly off balance by heat and loneliness and poverty”.

The Grass is Singing is a novel of colonialism, human degradation, and an uncomfortable view of
the prevailing attitude of a time and place, and yet, to me it was more soa powerful portrait of a crumbling
minds. Mary Turner is a hideous woman; bitter, cruel, entitled. What started out as a woman's resentment
over a boring farm life and a distant marriage soon turned into something deeper and much more
unsettling. Sometimes people are broken so early in their life that it's impossible to ever be whole, and at
her core, Mary Turner was ruined long before adulthood and her neurosis was merely the lid on a
simmering pot of rage and hurt, The book opens with her murder; we know she's doomed. We watch as she
flails and unravels and in the end, perhaps, finds some kind of distorted relief, This is Lessing's portr ayal of
a woman without a choice; a child withouta choice; a people without a choice. The farm fails, the marriage
fails, and Mary Turner's brain fails.

Apartheid fails. The atmosphere in this book is sweltering, suspenseful, and hypnotic. It's all
unrelentingly heat and blinding sun and unbearable tension, Something's got togive. The ineffectual trylng
trying‘trying, ..Mary Turner tried, but she never stood a chance, not with that husband, not in that country,
not Wlt!l that. childhood, not when she was destined to brood away all her days inside her he_ac!, the
frustration a ticking time bomb, This is what happens, Lessing said, when women can't choose. This1$ the
outcome, she tells us, when you enslave people. Thisis unnatural and wrong and thisis what you get.

Frequently, incidents in Mary's life become the cause of her break down and she proceeds towards
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nsanity. This entirely, works as catalyst for her schizophrenic turnover. The major irritating factors were
heat, the Pl:m.'““‘.’e bathing facilities, the nej ghbours, and Dick's failures as a farmer, her uninteresting and
forceful lltF in village and her hate towards black community, Dicks forced black ;ervant, Moses on her.
All these 130“‘_"5 = totally a cause of her failing sanity. Roberta Rubenstein rightly observes that The
Grass i3 Singing “concerns with social, economic and political structures, with being female n a
conventional man's world” ’

L novelis the portrayal of Mary's disintegration and death because of her unhappy marriage. She
was an amla?le woman who was forced into wed locks after the malicious remarks made by her friends,
she's not fifteen any longer. Someone should tell her about her clothes' "How old is she?’ Must be over
thirty. She was working long before I was, and that was over twelve years ago. 'Why doesn't she marry?
Surely she's had plenty of chances." They viewed that marriage is the sole justification of her life. Society,
since beginning whether British or Indian, is bound with traditional thoughts and our belief that we must
follow our tradition.

Accordingly, woman is bound to be married and it has been, justified through religions t0o. Aftera
hastened courtship with Dick, they tie their relation into wed locks. She marries him who also needs her
company to do away his own loneliness. Loneliness was the only common point between them. Rather
than that they have different parts, experiences and backgrounds. As for instance, Mary love town life
while Dick dislikes the town culture. Later, remains busy in his farm Itis important to see that the seeds for
Mary Turner's eventual psychic breakdown are sown years earlier, in her progressive alienation from
herself. They had no change in life no caring and nothing. Once, Mary realizes that motherhood can give
her some happiness and fulfillment and she talks to Dick about having a child to which he refuses on
account of his poverty. She submits herself at the hands of circumstances. The woman once, lovable to
society now becomes disqualified because of herunpolished manners and appearance.

Now Dick is in fact an incompetent farmer who has created their economic misery by
mismanagement. He is like “A Jack of all trade, Master of name.” His mismanagement at farm created a
kind of rudeness for him. Paradoxically, having played a major role in reducing him to that state through
her sexual and psychic frigidity, she still unconsciously craves submission to “a man stronger than
herself.” Hating him, she began to hate herself. Later Moses enters her life as a servant, black. She is
gradually drawn towards him. She is split between Dick's orders not to lose Moses and her highly charged
emotional ambivalence Mary feels towards him, her Psychic energy is progressively consumed.

The signs of schizophrenia began to reflect through her character as she begins to lapse into
apathetic sentences in the middle of sentences, sweeps at the smallest provocation, neglects households.
Only her relationship with Moses retains a negative vitality. Once, he recognizes her frenzied state of
mind, and steers her to bed to rest. He looks after her tenderly when she falls ill. He feels her need for
warmth, which Dick has failed to provide. His dreams haunt her with images of her submission to Moses'
control and kindness. This relationship deputes in microcosm several forms of power relationships. On the
political level it duplicates the imbalance between the oppressive white minority and black majority in

South Africa. e
Here it is proved that many psycheshave split into two aspects that are conscious and unconscious

where the theory of consciousness of Carl Jung can beapplied.

Lobserved that Mary has faced sufferings, sacrifice, and loneliness. It is believed that destruction brings
regeneration but here it proved to be false. Finally, Mary is the only character in the novel that faced a tragic
death at the hands of her black servant, Moses perhaps, being realized of the approaching death. However,
he is self-conscious of the facts of her personality. For Marythe reality she is forced to confront is that of
Moses. In her mind confusion has formed, making her both the powerful and the powerless. For, powerful

she feels queen while for powerless sheis the colonized. : .
And theGrass is singing for many reasons as for rain on Dick's farm. The title is taken from a long
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poem by T. S. Eliot called 7he Waste Land. These lines are at the beginning of the book and describ_e'j;dr
but generally South Africa is nearly the same. Water has a different meaning for the people of Soy, Africa:
They do not take water for granted because there is not much of it. Water is the basic of life; without?{
everything dies. Grass may be a symbol of all the things that need water for sprv;val. I'think 'sing; ng' can be
dealtin both the senses as pleasure and woe and here Mary's heart s always singing woefully.
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