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advantage as they do not have the capacity to invest in land development
and critical agricultural inputs. Hence they do not take active part in such
programmes. Therefore the strategy should be to combine watershed
management with development of low productive agricultural lands and
wastelands owned by the weaker sections of the society.

In all the watershed development programmes, involvement of the
community right from the stage of planning will be a critical factor, for the
success. Mobilising the community through entry point activities and
establishing effective communication through SHGs and village level
planning committees, participation of the community in resource
identification and development should be the important elements of the
programme. With watershed development, introduction of the improved
agricultural practices such as use of certified seeds, promotion of timely
tillage operations, integrated pest management, supply of micro- credit to
procure inputs, setting up of grain bank to meet the emergency needs of
the poor etc. can play a very significant role in building the confidence of
the community and sustain their interest.

Level of Infrastructure Development: Development of physical as well
as social infrastructure plays an important in the overall advance of the
rural economy by directly contributing to employment generation and
asset creation. Improved network of physical infrastructure facilities such
as well-built roads, irrigation, rail links, power and telecommunications,
information technology, food storage, cold chains, market-growth centres,
processing of produce and social infrastructure support, viz., health and
education, water and sanitation, and veterinary services and co-operatives
are essential for the development of the rural economy, especially in the
era of liberalization, privatization and globalization (LPG).

Indigenization of Social Research: Most of our learning in the higher
institutes is based upon hypotheses, concepts and theories evolved by
western scholars including rural sociologists, which has limited application
to our rural development. In the context of rural development,
indigenization of concepts and theories are essential for understanding
and resolving the issues that confront state governments, Panchayati Raj
Institutions and stakeholders. This calls for Indigenization of social science
research, particularly relating to rural areas. Such an approach, if adopted
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ROLE OF NGOs AND SHGs

Voluntary social services have been an integral part of the socio-
cultural and religious ethos of our society from ancient times. The objective
has been to increase human capacities by promoting non-economic factors
such as education, health and nutrition, which in turn would speed up the
process of economic development. The role of NGOs is both co-operative
and complementary to the state. The existence of NGOs assumes
importance in the context of rural settings, as living conditions haye
deteriorated. State-NGO partnership alone cannot resolve all the socio-
economic problems, hence it has to be in co-ordination with all agents of
social change, i.e,, the state, local self governments, the corporate sector,
academics and civil society groups.

NGOs can play a significant role in strengthening local self-
government by facilitating interaction and co-operation with s‘tate
departments and also acting as catalysts to effectively implement various
departmental schemes. The role of voluntary agencies in the devclqpment
of rural areas can be to supplement efforts of government for the
upliftment of the poor and needy disseminate information about
development schemes and programmes of the government to rural people;
make people aware of the consequences of female foeticides and imbalance
in sex ratio; mobilize financial resources from the community; help in
upgradation of skills of rural youths for self-employment opportunities;
facilitate the formation of self-help groups and micro-finance; ensure
protection of women and children’s rights and abolish ills of child labour;
and, make available technologies in a simpler form to the rural poor.

SHGs: When individuals, on their own initiative, act in a
conglomeration to meet their individual and common needs with the
primary focus on self-reliance, it can be called a Self Help Group (SHG). The
benefits of self-help groups are based on cooperation rather than
competition. They provide benefits of economies of scale, cost effective
alternatives for different financial services, collective learning, democratic
and participatory culture and a firm base and platform for dialogue and co-
operation. SHGs develop from a common binding force, common need,
interest and concern, especially for the rural poor. It is this common
binding force, which makes SHGs function more efficiently. The
effectiveness of SHGs would be considerably enhanced if a symbiosis could
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be worked out between them and Panchayati Raj Insti
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empowered panchayats.
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CONCLUSIONS

The spirit of India lives in villages and only by changing the face of
rural areas, we can hope for a better future for the state and nation as a
whole. If we have to meet the target 9% annual growth of GDP then it is
essential to sustain an annual growth of 4% in the agricultural sector. This
is important for ensuring that growth is more inclusive. Although
agriculture contributes only 19% of India’s GDP, it is the main source of
income for 58% of the rural population. Agriculture has significance on
food security and prices of goods and therefore on money wages. Further,
agriculture has a strong multiplier effect because of its impact on rural
income, demand and its supply of raw materials to several industrial
sectors. The inter link between agriculture and industrial sector is soO
strong that if there is a 1% fall in agricultural growth, it will pull back
industrial growth and GDP by 0.52%. If sustainable economic development
has to be achieved itis essential that rural development must be a priority.
For rural development modernization of agriculture is the most important
requisite. This will lead to improvement in the economic conditions of the
rural masses. The increased purchasing power of the rural masses will
provide larger market for the products of the manufacturing sectors. It is
essential to Greening rural development which refers to a variety of
activities that regenerate and conserve the natural resource base, innovate
and use clean materials, technologies and processes to create
environment-friendly products, livelihoods, enterprises and jobs. India will
grow only when rural India marches in tandem with the urban India.
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