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a lessening of gender disparity in primary enrol e
Pradesh and Orissa actually experienced a minor relative decrease in their ratios. l
As mentioned carlier, among other factors, the provision of midday meals for schoo
children has been seen as a key element in increasing enrolment and retention of students.
Historically, Tamil Nadu has been successful in using the midday meals scheme to en?mnce
rates of enrolment and retention over time. in Tamil Nadu in 1986-87, the total primary
school dropout rate (girls and boys combined) was 22.9 percent and by 2000-01, it had
decreased to 14.4 percent. The dropout rate for girls during the same period was reduced by
more than two-thirds, from 25 percent to 16 percent. At the same time, the dropout rate for
boys decreased from 19.8 percent to 12.9 percent.

There are wide intestate disparities in dropout rates of children in grades one through
five. In 1999-00, over 50 percent of children in Bihar did not complete primary schooling,
while over 90 percent of children completed primary school in Kerala, Maharashtra,
Karnataka and Tami] Nadu, followed Kerala with the country's highest primary school
completion rates- all above 75 percent. The north eastern states, along with Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan ranked at the bottom, with completion rates at about
50 percent or lower. Taken together, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan
account for almost one third of India's population, and the poor performance of these states

not only fails the children within them, but diminishes India's chances of meeting the MDG
on education.

partnership among the state government, local governments (usually a village council or
panchayat), and the community. The responsibility of identifying needs for schools falls on
the community, the panchayat oversees the schools' functioning, and the government grants
funds for salaries, training and supplies within a three-month time period following
community identification of need. The binding time frame is essential, in that its statutory
framework forces movement from rhetoric to action similar to the employment guarantee
scheme in Maharashtra. Another key element is one that reflects a decentralized aspect of the
scheme; teachers are locally appointed and overseen by the panchayat, which can help reduce
the high rates of absenteeism that plaque the educational system.

Within the first year of operation, an average of 40 primary schools emerged each day
in Madhya Pradesh, revealing the overwhelming demand for facilities. OF the 15568 EGS
schools that cropped up between 1997 and 1998, most of them were in tribal areas, SC/ST
make up almost 70 percent of enrolment in these schools and girls account for about 45
percent enrolment. Not only has the EGS been instrumental in scaling up access to schools,
but it has provided access to segments of the population that have been traditionally len
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