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empowerment have enabled some countries and groups
‘o improve environmental sustainability and equity,
advancing human development. Our gender inequality
index (GII), updated this year for 145 countries
contribute to gender inequality. This is important
because in countries where effective control of

is universal, women have fewer children,
with attendant gains for maternal and child health and
reduced greenhouse gas emissions. For instance, in
Cuba, Mauritius, Thailand and Tunisia, where
reproductive healthcare and contraceptives are readily
available, fertility rates are below two births per
women. But substantial unmet need persists worldwide,
and evidence suggests that it all women could exercise
reproductive choice, population growth would slow
enough to bring greenhouse gas emission below current
Jevels. Mecting unmet need for family planning by 2050
would lower the world's carbon emission an estimated
17 percent below what they are today.

The GII also to causes on women's
participation in political decision making, highlighting
that women lag behind men across the world. especially
in Sub Saharan Africa. South Asia and the Arab states;
this has important implicauons for sustainability and
equity. Because women often shoulder the heaviest
burden of resource collection and are the most exposed
to indoor air pollution; they are often more affected than
men by decisions related to natural resources. Recent
studies several that not only is women's participation
important but also how they participate and how much.
And because women often show more concern for the
environment, support pro environmental policies and
voto for proenvironmental leaders, their greater
involvement in politics and in non governmenta
organizations could result in environments gains, with
multiplier effect across all the millennium development
goals,

These arguments are not new, but they reaffirm
the value of expanding women's effective freedoms.
Thus, women's participation in decision-making has
both intrinsic value and instrumental importance in
addressing equity and environmental degradation.
Gender Equality :-

Women's economic  opportunities  and
empowerment remain severely constrained. Access to
reproductive healthcare has been improving in most
regions but not fast enough to achieve Millennium
Development Goal 3 (to improve maternal health).
Indicators under the target of universal access to
reproductive health care include the adolescent birth
rate. antenatal care and unmet need for family planning.

I ast year's (2010) HDR introduced the Gender
Inequality Index (GII) for 138 counties. This year it
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covers 145 countries, and our updated estimates
confirm. That the largest losses due to gender inequality
are in Sub-Saharan Africa, followed by South Asia and
the Arab States. In sub-Saharan Africa the biggest
losses arise from gender disparities in education and
from high maternal mortality and adolescent _l'cruhly
rates. In South Asia women lag behind men 1n each
dimension of the GII, most notably in education,
national parliamentary representation and labour force
participation. Women in Arab state are affected by
unequal labour force participation. (around half the
global average) and low education at attainment. All the
low HDI countries have high gender inequality across
multiple dimensions of the 34 low HDI countries
included in the 2011 GII, all but form also have a GII
score in the worst quartile, by contrast, only one very
high HDI country and one high HDI country included in
the GII perform as badly.

Reproductive Choice :-

Poor reproductive health is a major contributor
to gender inequality around the world. Loak of access to
reproductive health services results in debilitating
outcomes for women children- and to fatalities in
excess of those caused by the most devastating natural
disasters. An estimated 48 million women give burth
without skilled assistance. and 2 million give birth
alone. An estimated 150000 women and 1.5 million
children die each year between the onset of labour and
48 hours after birth.

For the bottom 20 countries in the GII the
population weighted maternal mortality ratio average
about 327 deaths per 10000 live births, and the
adolescent fertility rate averages 95 births per 1000
women ages 15-19 both roughly double the global
averages of 157 deaths and 49 births. In these countries
contraceptive use is low averaging only 46.4 percent.
More broadly, an estimated 215 million women in
developing countries have unmet need for family
planning.

Every country, developed or developing that
offers women a full range of reproductive health
options has fertility rates at or below replacement. :
Cuba, Iran, Mauritivs, Thailand and Tunisia have
fertility rates of less than two births per women. And
Addis Ababa's is also less than two births per women,
while Ethiopia rural fertility rate remains above six. In
much of rural Bangladesh, despite widespread poverty,
fertility is now at the replacement rate. And family sizes
have fallen as rapidly in Iran as they have in china but
without government limits on family size.

Women's Participation Decision Making :-

Gender inequalities are also reflected in
women's low participation in natioral and local political
form. This has ramifications for sustainability it, as
some research suggests, women express move concern
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